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mlt her .(.I“\\urlvh grandson—for she dis/iked the radical opln-
funs | had prekea up ot Oxtord- was hrissly enguped 1n mii-
teving (o the wants of my preily cousins Lo be sure, |
WAR A younger son, and they wottld much rather have had
the attendance of my eider brother, Gurthbury, who enjoyed
more worldly advantages it he woas ,mxmlwl\"-runll:m'
the minutes ti the arrival of Mrs. Forrester Forrest, a
noted soctety benuty, for whom he Im-l a considerable Hkin
It my grandmothe had guesse! this «he would certaln
pot have Invited the laly; but Gurth! vnn managed to xhr(m
dust 1 her sses and gel his OWIL Way us usuii.  Chat Mrx.
Yorrester Forrest was coming without her husband, and
with her niece, H tty Crauford, should have enlightiened
Lady Warden, but did not. Gurthbury was always cleverer
at hnmh\'n king the oid lady than I,

The enention of Hetty Crauford brings me to Reginild
Davners. my old Eton schoolfellow and firm friend. He
waus a4 subnltern in a cavalry regiment and desperacely poor,

#0 when he ventured to tall in Jove with Hetty her' worldly
aunt was vastly ind.gnant, quite as much at his presuming
to admire mn one but herself as at his daring to desire
vith her pretty nlece To-night Reginald was
us dnuxrmm.n as Gurthbury, for if the one expected
o hor looked forward to the arrival of the
palr of them were poor company, as my
[rnnd-nm truly observed ¥

“Mr. Da\mx« she sald In her shar you need
longingly at the door is not

marriage
cuite

or

est tone,
fre. Forrest

mmlmulhm hastily interposed
M« watch, -he ought to be here
in a few minutes

“qy n’ wss the carrlage has been bailed up on the heath,’'
said with a view (o shosk Lady Warden and divert her
atte ')”Hl from Reginald,

She rose immediately to the bait.

10 you mean by that exnresalon Valentine?

4 u n Oxford?
ym Australla and is an expression used by

pardon,
at

heg your

Gurthbury, glan m:

Does

lnw n.uu_:ox
*nother Australian word, grandmother,
for highwaymen
‘But why (5 vou use it in connection with Mrs., Forrest?'
ury crossiy: “she is not likely to meet with any
iry on the heath!
Gurihbury, you forget.’ I remarked, accepting
“(‘laude Duval han come to life again.”’
after all?" asked Laly Warden, pausing

It {s the colon-

':11

uear
s cup of tea,
that true,
* Kr mlvn;,

“Yis, Six months ago Mrs, Bland's carriage was stopped
Ly a4 masked horseenan In Yorkshire and she was robbed of
lier {ewels. Three weeks later Lady Faraghuar lost: her dia-
r-onds in the sam2 way: and seven days since this modern
Tick Turpin hall 4 pistol to the head of Mrs, Coffin's coach-
man and made off with five thousand pounds' worth of
Foms. That was in Devonshire.'

“1'pon mv oword, von are n walking pollce news'' said
avners wlvh a shrug of his shoulders. ‘““All you tell us s,
o’ course, well known. But the police have a clue to the
1 r

Thit they have not,” T sald firmly. “Inspector Rob-
i Mon -

“Oht imrxpnswl my grandmother, smiling, '‘now you are
about to introjuce the subject of your pet pursuit, Do you
Liunow, &he added, addressing the company generally, *‘that
\ alentine has taken a fancy to thief-catching? He consorts
with detectives and policemen, he explores slums, has his

meals in thieves' kitchens and counts several intimate friends
«mong the pickpocket fraternity.’

“What a terrible accusation!” laughed Gurthbury, laying
his hand on my shoulder; “well, it is a good thing to have a
detective in the family, If Mrs. Forrest loses her sapphires,
Valentine, we shall employ you to hunt mr the thief, You
may succeed where the police have falled.’

“It seems [nceredible that such a thing should occur In
our law-abiding England,” sald Lady Warden reflectively
Do veu g (borerfous'y ?

“Quite! ’I‘hm man rides a bLiack horse, wears a mask, and
demands your money or your life'

“If that were related in a novel I might belleve it, Val-
5ntmclbut as you say it occurs in real life, 1 beg leave to

oubt it.”
I\vl!her Mrs. Bland nor Lady Famghuar doubt it,"” sald I
mly. “They have paid too d-.url) for learning the truth,'

"\\cll I _hope this creature won't come to Gurthbury. I
almost wish I had glun the coachman a pistol.’

“What nonsense!” sald Reglnald gaily. ‘‘Valentine is In-
fecting you all with vague fears. l!(»pend upon it, Mrs.
Forrest will arrive with her jewels intact, and we shall see
those famous sapphires at the New Year's ball.’

Even as he spoke the roll of carrlage wheels was heard,
and Gurthbury went to the door to welcome Mrs, Forrest.
Hardly had I}c heen gone a minute or so, when he heard
the approaching guest speaking In an excited tone, and
shortly afterwards she entered the hall, leaning on the arm
of my brother and Hetty Crauford. Ordinarily the most
self-possessed of women, Mrs, Forrest was now In a state
of hysteria, ani reloxhln.\( herself from her supporters she
rushed wildly towards my grandmother. Lady Warden, who
disliked scenes, arose from her chalr in some displeasure,
and the rest of us, anticipating bad news, crowded around
the excited woman.

“Oh!" gasped Mrs. Forrest,

fnlllng into_a chair, “oh, oh!"
“What is the matter?" asked my grundmolher impatient
ly. “Have you met with an accident

“My sapphires!" was all that Mru Forrest could gasy
out, and then she pointed frantically to Hetty.

‘‘We have been robbed.” said the latter, who
pale but quite mistress of herself,

“Rotbed!"” we all cried in wonder: whereat Mrs. Forfest

was very

went into strong hysterics, and Lady Warden looked ‘o
lleltv for an explanition.
“Who robbed you?"

““A masked horscenan,” sald Hetty, beginning to ~ry:
“‘when we were half-way here he rode up, and held a pistol
to the head of the coachman. Then he made myself and
aunt get out, and forced Louise to {Iva up the fewel-caso,'

“My sapphires!” shricked Mrs. "I'el‘l reviving, at the

;nentlon ol her loss. “Oh, the brutc hq'e are the po-
“Is this the same man of whom you spoke, Valentin2?"

sald my grandmother, turning toward me with a startled

look.

“It seems lke It,'"" saii I quietly. “How strAnge it Is tha
we should have been m:ldng of him when this gu.urr:d' mat
cried Mrs. Forrest, sitting up

‘“What 1s to be done?”
dllhevellod and tearful. "I have been robbed—Oh, my sap-
Lady War-

s hires! Four thousand pounds’ worth of Jewels!

en, Lornd Gurthbury, what {8 to be done?’

g#o one answered, and we all looked blankly at one an-
Jud ng from the previous ralds of this mysterious horse-
n, ought it lmprob;\blu that Mrs. Forrest would see
r sapphires again.

You may be sure that there was plenty to talk about and
lenty to do_for the rext week or so. Accredited with a
nowledge of criminality beyond my deserts, was vested

with supreme authority to take all necesnry steps for the

arrest of the rotber and the recuvorr of the jewels., Gurth-
bury did nothing but soothe the agitation "of Mrs. Forrest,

and Regipald devoted himself to comforting Hetty, so all
the wor devolved on my shoulders. I di1 what I could, hut
to small purpose. The police were called In from Daxton,
nr;:lhpr?vaddrorae thué\riul‘:aeleau. 1 ro]do all over the countdy
withou nding any 50 as a last re y
Scz!)’uﬁld o 'f%r }’?‘llie;ls. . NP resource I sent to
olders scratchec 8 head and lool ve
see his way clearly: nelther did I, for thoxr?\dnul{-(‘o(}mﬂ::\‘;t
The audacity of the robber, the ‘open way In which the
crime had been committed, rendered us helpless. He had ap-
peared, he had disappeared; but whither? That was ‘th
quynnon which we found ourselves unable to answer.
& ;‘anton police have done nothing,"” sald Pollarl, af-
w can you cxpect them to succee r "
sald 1 contempmnuulp S804, ‘Whers you Mail?
I have nrt,)t l;nl“;d ye'th" 4h York
ou e othar ree cases—Yorks -
:hlre“el:an.t;; Dick hl‘ur;‘nl'x has e)aeoln néntt‘mnfullml;epllneo‘){\‘;z
oun 1 now o as ucor n O
mm!lt :nugh at you' !l"alde Mr. Balt yghins How e
very easy talking, Mr, Belter,"” growled Pold -
nenun my cho but you know sir—none belter—how.hn';%
o work ou Thif {8 a corker, this 18, he
:’d'ﬂr [ 4 oomllv and I should Ilke to know, sir, how you in-
nwtuulmmwmnh\d" I replied dog=
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In fact, t) .nm v,.m netant repet and d Ixsion
becames rather il | found it m ) Arra I
for the hundre« | r ' l‘f'l th tim A t » Whliecombh
"Heanlly, Mis White ; ) [, whe ‘e juented
me to tell her all on Know a 1h a LI I A no
bt more n belng n mole this affair | drown
Into n mountaln
It he was not to be put off In th wn d \
| oratod request 1 L W ped to
Ll \'1 om! 1 \ e rl of tl |
l-'vh'\;- »--'cl \ W m (itherwni el
waR | ll“v(';lhn'\| n'. ,.11.1 dear to 1} 11 of novelists
in pin of heing fr Ie un Al of stature with o pegua
ace and tiny hands .n|x-‘v *‘ tall an l'nu" v‘:.v:l
AOMe 1IN & savages sor! of way 1 fre i eusy to the
orge of impudence, With her hiack [ wack brows and
dark, flerce eyes. ghe r nded one o Fondian chieftalnes
and, Indeesd, Davners ealled her Pocahiontas for \hh reason.
She had artved In Lordon twolve aoontl pr sly, and
was rumored tp pogsess o fortane f several mi | ns, whic
she spent lavishiy. Report sald she wag on the look-out for
A title, but hitherto she had falled to ensnare a singic in-
dividual worth marryving. | think enveelf that woutld-he
dultors were afrald of her menaecing looks
Staying at Halbert Grange, some cight miles away, she
had ¢ vnu over with the house party, rather to my grand-
mother s disgust. lLady Warden did not llke Amaricang, anhd
strongly objected to Mlss Whitecomb, whose [frec and easy
manners wers peculiarly irritating to one so rigid in her
obgervance of sockal rules. The heiress did not mind o |
long as she had In héer own phraseology, “a good time
and was enjoying hierself thoroughly, while her meek mother

sat in a corner of the hall, and looked a¢ though =ue greatly
desired to go to Ved. [ refrain from giving a description

of the lady’s dress, which, needless to say, came from Paris,

but | must own that she had more diamonds on her person
than any other woman In the room. No doubt she wore
these as the outward and visihle signs of her mllll-n s,

“Do tell” maid this uncomfortable girl during the pause
in a waltz, "“it's real lovely to hear of that rnwlm\' in this
-:lrnz,w_' old eountry of yours’ Do you think he'll get through

e

“Well, I don't gay that.” 1 replied reflectively; “he may

succeed again and ng‘un ln escaping, but he will certainly
be caught in thn end. You know the proverb of the pRXcher
and the well.’

:‘l’ll bhel you gloves he won't, Mr. noltnr"

I'll take up your bet, Miss Whitecomb," said I, humoring
her romam!r!vm “hut yoy are certain to lose. Sooner or ln-
ter this enysterious blackgunrd will stand in Old Bailey dock,
and may be there to see, as the song says. Now let us go
to the entrance hall. It {8 close on mhlnlzlu ,and we must
be ready to drink in and dance in ‘ninety-one.

The hail was crowded with the guests, md the servants
were handing round champagne. As in duty bound, I joined
the family group '-m‘roumhn- my and so for

grandmother,

the mom vas parted from Miss Whitecoml. 8he moved
down In rection of the door, which stood open as to
let the F'ld ar depart. With bated breath we waited for

the bells, and soon heard them clash out on the frosty air,
Then we drank to the New Year, and cheered, and shook
hands, finally singing “Auld Lang Syne'’ with lusty lungs.
Never was there 8o essentially Scatch an evening on this
side of the Tweed. Had we drank w hiskey instead of cham-
pagne the affalr would have heen perfect’ as It was, we in-
troduced 'ninety-five in a sufficiently 'NIS\ nnnner

Afterwards a babel of voices ensued Lud we were about
to return to the ballroom for o final dance, when T ohserved
Mr‘q Forrest turn pale and clutch the arm of (‘nrthhnr\

"l he voice,”” she gasped faintly, “the robher

tobber!"’ oried_all in astonishment.

"\lv dear Mrs. Forrest, what do you mean?'' asked Lady
Warden sharply.

H ".{‘uul now I heard the voice of the man who robbed me,
ar

We all stood mute, PYut there was no sound save the
pealing of the bells from Gurthbury church. 1 put It down
to her over-heated imagination, and said as much; whereat
Mrs. Forrest, still agitated, tyrned on me angrily,

““*You need not jest. Mr, Belter. I declare I heard the voice
of that thief in thls hall. Look for him, and I am sure you
will find him present."

“But yvou won't catch him!" cried a voice at the lower
end of the hall.

“Ah!" shrieked Mrs, Forrest,
with she fainted.

Our New Year festivities broke up in most admired dis-
order. At the sound of the volee which Mrs. Forrest ¢:clared
to be that of the robber, a scene of confusion ensued. Many
ladies fainted, others retreated to the ballroom for safety,
and the greater part of the men ran down to the door. It
still stood open, and we concluded that the highwayman
had stolen in unobserved, and audaciously announced his
presence. In less than two minutes the space before the
porch was crowded with men, bare-headed anl wildly ex
cited. Rushing hither and thither, they soon obliterated
every possible track left by the thief in his retreat, but
neither horse nor man were to be seen,

The servants were in thelr own hall toasting the season.
but the alarm quickly spread thither, and they came round
in a body headed by Polden:, Gurthbury judiclously sug-
gested lanterns and a search, so in a few minutes we formed
a torchlight procession down the avenue, I do not think we
eft an inch of the ground unexplored, and as the trees were
leafless, there was no chance of our enfdnight visitor hiding
in the park woods. Yet we returned empty-handed and con-
siderably cross. From the gates, through the village to the
heath, the =now had been ploughed up by carringe wheels
and scattered horses’ hoofs: go, despairing of tracking the
creature, we came back to the castle, Several men had
emptied their revolvers at the first alarm, and these shots
being heard by the ladies, we were bhesleged with inquiries
when we reached home.

‘‘Have 3ou dropped him, Mr.
friend, as I shook the snow off my
got him?"

‘“We have got nothing excopt colds,” sald 1
expect the most of us will be in bed to-norrow.’

And, Indeed,” there was o much coughing and sneezing
going on that, prior to the departure of our guests, which
took place almost immediately. Lady Warden insisted that
one and all should have hot drinks—toddy for the men, port
wine negus for the women, We celebrated New Year in a
thoroughly Scotch fashion after all

In another hour the last carrlage had rolled away,
occupants In a high state of excitement at the prospect
of a possible meeting with the new Claude Duval, Since
the man had been so bold as to venture to the very doors
of Warden Towens, I quite expected that he would uuempt
a robbery during the night. Mies Whitecomb was of a dif-
ferent opinion.

“I guess we're all safe this trip.”
in the Halberts’s carriage, “‘that cowboy
now., He's opened everybody's weather-eye by
at the door. That's a fact, anyhow."

Fatigued by the midnight hunt, and fecling rather chilly
about the feet, I was hardly Iin a frame of emind to concelve
a plan whereby to capture the thief. I revolved a dozen
‘)rn ects, each one of which seemed more futile than the

®o, disgusted with the dulness of my brain, I was about
to retire, when Reginald crossed the room and planted him-
self at my elhow.

“Valentine,” he sald, hrumly
to Mrs. Forrest this evening?

“I fancy I did observe you. Is there anything speclal
about this particular conversation?"’

“there! there!" and forth-

Delter?”’
thin shoes,

asked my American
“Have you

grimly. *“I

with its

she sall, as I put her
won't pranee round
singing out

“did you sece me speaking

‘““Yes! It concerns the happiness of my life."”
“Indeed,"” sald with gome astonishment, for usually
Reginald was not given to such exaggerated expressions,

Forrest to do with that?'"
“Can’t you guess Iletty Crauford {s"
“Oh! 1 see what you mean. Mrs, Forrest has consented

to your marrying the lady.’

**No such luck,” replicl Dayners, gloomily: “but she has
promised to withdraw her opposition on mun-ll.mnq One s
that 1 am not to marry till my cousin dies.”

“But your cousin may live for the next twenty years.'

“I don't think so. poor chap. He is at Davos Platz now
It Swiss air doesn't cure his lungs, the doctors say they will
give him up.”

“Well, we'll say that he dles, and you get his flve thou-
sand a year, though I don't think there 1s much chance.
What is the other condition?"

“and what has Mrs

‘“That 1 recover those sapphires!"
‘“The deuce! That Is a harder one than the first. Bah!
Mrs. Forrest, while appearing to yield, has made your mar-

riage impoasible. Your cousin may get cured at Davos 1 mu;,

or at all events rpcmer sufliciently to linger on for yesar:
And your chance ;(nsl(lnx back those sapphires s ex-
ceadingly small, 'ly this time they are. no doubt, out of
England. Mrs. Forrest has imposed impossible conditions.'
"Dnnt take such a gloomy view, Valentine. If you help
"Wllllngly' That s, to catch the thief; but I can't prom-

ise to regain the sapphires
.-{r oub!nclltne\»h }geloneh;;::u may manage the other!*
"1 dou e grimly. ‘‘However, 1'
You let me ldok ntter the thing myself.'s 'l do my Dest.
To Be Continugd.)
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“Fveryhody remarks my fest' sald |
Miss Kearney, when 1 had expressed |
my wonderment, "‘and [ sometimes think |
of wearing a larger sizej shoe s0 as to
make them less conspicuous. [ tell my
father that fate got evean with him for

hizs crusade agalnst the Chiness by giv- ~
ing me Chinese feet. No, Indeed, I have
never had themr photographed. They
) |dldn't even show In my ‘'Carmen’ ple-
WN ‘,Rm | tureas.
qSGIJLOC&ﬁM “You know, I have sung all the dif-
| fereat arlas, from ‘Carmen’ in concert,
conquer Broadway. And Dennis Kear-|and it Is the ambition of my life to star
ney said: l!n ‘Carmen’—of course, in English, for -

“Go; and if you make a success of it, |I don't care at all about singing German i
In two years I will put up 0,000 to'!or French or Itallan songs :
star you in ‘Carmen.'’ “I am too good an American, I sup- 4

Je it known that to star in “Carmen' pose. When I started for New York my
is Miss Mildrel Kearney's ambitio lratier gave me a letter to Mr. 'Abe’

3ut, perhaps, that ought not to ¢ v'na[lh;'nrn--l. whom he had met twenty i
in here, for we dld not begin with Miss rs ago, and Mr. Hummel wrote to |
Kearney's ambitions. \We began, as al.\lr Shubert, who has engaged me to Tg
matter of fact, with Miss Kearney's feet | support Mizs Paula Edwardes In ‘“Win- |
—and they were realy very good things | some Winnle.' it e
to begin with. | “The thing that strikes me as most Miss Mlldred Keamey, Daughter of Famous “Sand. Lotter,." RS ‘5‘.-_.'“,-, L

For, after a!l, everyhbody has :lmh!-‘ remarkable in New York musical pro- St et —— s e —_— — - SaaTEn 3
tions, and few, if any, h\ e Miss Kear-! ductlong Is the poor voices of the prin- 4 ]
o | Cioalar 16 dcesnis. segm to roake any ODD ARTICLES MADE OF MILK. " AMYSSPEM S satts

——- ‘At the hyglenic milk supply exhibition, duced, which, by drying and pressing LAS]' Dljsss"“‘“ 4
MAY M ANTON PATTE RNS which was lately held at Hambhurg, were [ Into moulds, could be given any desired | eit Yo "‘-‘
exhiblted a number of objects wh!ch'nhwpe. The articles produced thus wero 1 3
seemingly had nothing whatsoever to do, soft and .brittle, and the !nvention was| N[GHT ‘AV éE “, w
with hygienic milk supply. There were | not a success. g 5]
MO?NING JA CKE T combs seemingly made of horn; c¢lgAs-| The Inventors of galalith sucteedad {n ¢ Ar te AV "
. [ holders with amber-colored mouth- | working out an entirely unew proecess, 3 :
pleces; knives and forks with handlas | Their first alm was to make an .iuso-| Madlson Squm. Gm A
similar in appearance to ebony; ferrulesluble unlon of casein by the addition nf‘ C 1 SOLOISTS: i
for umbrellas and sticks, and balls, ' salts and aclds. To produce, for In- ala SHANNA CUMMINGS,
rings, chess figures, dominoes, &c. These | stance, a material similar to ebony, |Performance. R TA IR,
objects were made of ‘galalith’'—Ii. e., |they proceeded as follows: Dls.n.sed | Great M m'f-“ﬁm‘f Mo .

MARGARKT ADAMS. |
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{d. WESLEY ROSBENQUEST...........co0n
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NAT. M. \ylgLs,m.,
A SON OF REST

casein was given a dark color by the! Pfogrammc.
addition of soot, and, with the help of a
metalilc salt (acetate of lead), a siate-
coverad precipitate was obtained. This
was mixed with water and filled Into a
cioth stretched over a frame. The
water becoming absorbed by the cloth,
the substance contracted Into a uniform,
firm and darR mass; and, after being
dried, a product resulted which in lustre
and color resembled ebony. An alvan-
tage clalmed for the new product as
compared with ceiluloid is the fact that

imnk stone-——and caseln, the principal al-
; buminold substance of skimmed milk. s
| the raw material out of which galalith
is made,

More than fifteen yura ago the ldea
of making various articles llke buttons,
handles, ornamental plates and colored
peunciis out of caseln orginated. At first
| fresh casein—{. e., ordinary or dried
1 curds—wvas dlssolved In hot soap water;
fo this solutton the required ocoloring
ingredients and a metallic malt were
added, and a firm substance consisting
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